Freedom in Christ

Songs and Memory Verses

A Resource for Children and Parents

Vacation Bible School, June/July, 2008

Eastside Church of the Cross

1 Aquatic Drive
Dear Parents,

Our goal for VBS is to partner with you in instructing your children in the knowledge of God.  The theme of our Vacation Bible School is Freedom in Christ, and our primary focus is to communicate with your kids the story of Jesus.  

Below you will find a list of Questions and Songs shared with them.  We realize that some of the ideas in these songs and questions are complex.  However, we trust that as the children grow in their comprehension, that the seeds sown now will produce trees with deep roots.  For a few of the kids, this may be a first introduction to these themes.  We pray that it will be an introduction followed by a lifetime of exploration, and we believe this booklet will be useful to that end.

We are providing this booklet so that you can use it in the home as a guide to reinforce what was taught at VBS.  New information is best learned by a process of repeated exposure, and studies show that good students need to revisit a concept 40 times before they master it.  Average and less than average students need even more repetition. 

If you would read through these Questions and Answers with your kids, and explain to them the meanings, you will be extending our VBS—you will water the seeds—and you will be the teacher taking them to mastery.  

Music is especially powerful and useful for cementing in tender hearts the truths of Scripture.  Last year we took extra care in selecting and creating songs that have content and singability.  We are providing an audio CD of the music to go with these songs.  The words on the CD are slightly different than what is printed because we inserted the name Jesus into key places; with the right kind of CD player or computer program, the musical accompaniment can be isolated and played without the vocals.  

Finally, we are providing you with a summary of the story of the Bible, retold from creation to consummation—from the man in the Garden, to the Man on the Cross.   This story captures some of the main themes of the Bible for you to unpack as you yourself retell the story in the home.  We give you and your children this story and these songs and questions, as we are,

Yours in Christ,

The Congregation of Eastside Church of the Cross, Louisburg, Kansas

www.LouisburgChurch.com

Questions for Boys and Girls

with Memory Verses
These questions and answers were crafted to help people from ages 3 to 103.  For the very young the bolded parts of the answers are sufficient responses.  For older or more capable children, entire answers can be memorized.  Memorization is helpful – though not necessary – as these questions can be used as a tool to foster conversations about Jesus in your home.  

Many of the answers contain quotes from scripture, and the verse references are provided.  Only question number one is not a quote from scripture, but finds support by the indicated reference.

2007: Questions 1-15 were from our 2007 VBS, and they center on the theme, The Glory of Christ. 

2008: Questions 16-25 begin to develop the story of Israel’s Exodus and then the ultimate Exodus Jesus enacted in his flesh.
The death and resurrection of Jesus is the meaning of the story – the story of a people in captivity. In Jesus’ redemptive work (his Exodus work), a multitude are set free from bondage and taken into the wilderness to be present with God – the very God who tabernacles with his people.  Jesus is the God who tabernacles (John 1) among his people; his dwelling among his people, Israel, is the pinnacle of where that first Exodus story was going.

As our children ask us about the sacrifice of Jesus, and when they ask us about the redemption from our slavery to sin and death, we hope (indeed, we pray) that these questions and answers will be of service to you in doing for them what the Hebrews were to do for their children:

When in the future your child asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall answer, ‘By strength of hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15 When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from human firstborn to the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord every male that first opens the womb, but every firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 16 It shall serve as a sign on your hand and as an emblem on your forehead that by strength of hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt.”  -- Exodus 13:14-16

1. 
Q. Who made you?








A. Jesus made me. 

Colossians 1:16

2. 
Q. What else did Jesus make?

    
A. All things have been created by him and for him.



Colossians 1:16

3. 
Q. Who made Jesus?

A. Jesus was not made. Jesus said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”



John 8:58

4. 
Q. Why did God make you and all things?

A. For his own glory—“You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power;  For You created all things.”



Revelation 4:11 (see also Isaiah 42:8, 44:12-13, 48:9-11)

5. 
Q. Who is Jesus?

A. Jesus is the image of the invisible God. 

Colossians 1:15

6. 
Q. How many Gods are there?

A. There is only One True God, “You believe that there is one God. You do well.”



James 2:19

7. 
Q. Who is this One True God?

A. God is, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, as it is written, “God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, ‘Abba, Father!’”



Galatians 4:6

8. 
Q. Is the Son the Father?

A. No, the Son is not the Father, he is the image of God the Father.



Colossians 1:15

9. 
Q. How is Jesus the image of God the Father?

A. Jesus said, “He who has seen me has seen the Father.”



John 14:9

10. 
Q. How did Jesus make himself known?

 A. Jesus said, “Believe my works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.”  

John 10:38

11. 
Q.  What works did Jesus do?

 A.  Jesus set his people free from sin and death, “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”



John 8:36

12. 
Q.  How did Jesus set his people free?

 A. The death Christ died, he died to sin, once for all



Romans 6:10

13. Q.  How was Jesus’ life and work proved right?

A. Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  he was buried, and he was resurrected on the third day, then he ascended into heaven to the right hand of the Father.
1 Corinthians 15:3-4, Acts 1:11

14. 
Q. What does it mean for Jesus to be at the right hand of God?

 A. It means he is, “the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords.”


1 Timothy 6:15

15.
 Q. How is Jesus a King?

 A. God said to him, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.”



Hebrews 1:8

TO DO: <Transition between Jesus being King and OT>
16.
Q. Who were God’s people?


A. Israel, the descendants of Abraham, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.


Isaiah 41:8; Exodus 19:6
17.
Q. Which enemy took ownership of Israel?


A. They were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt


Deuteronomy 6:21

18.
Q. Who saved Israel from their slavery to Egypt?


A. God the Father, whose name is Yahweh 



Exodus 3:14

19.
Q. How did Yahweh save Israel from Slavery?


A. Yahweh brought them out of Egypt with a mighty hand.



Deuteronomy 6:21

20.
Q. What do we call Israel’s escape from slavery?


A. The Exodus
21.
Q. Who else is in slavery?

A. Jesus said, “Whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.” 



John 8:34

22.
Q. Who saves sinners from slavery to sin?


A. If Jesus makes you free, you shall be free indeed.



John 8:36

23.
Q. How did Jesus save sinners from slavery?

A. The death Christ died, he died to sin, once for all



Romans 6:10

24.
Q. What do we call this escape from sin?


A.  The Exodus which Jesus accomplished in Jerusalem.



Luke 9:30-31

Eastside Church of the Cross VBS Themes 

2007: Son: The Glory of Christ


Jesus and the Trinity

2008: Father: Freedom in Christ


Israel, Exodus and New Exodus

2009: Spirit: God with Us


 Spirit, Temple, New Creation, Image, Church
2010: From Creation to Consummation



Tree of Life, Resurrection, New Heavens and New Earth

Songs for Boys and Girls
The following songs are traditional chorus and worship songs.  We modified many of them to include the name Jesus so that they are more specific.  Your children were taught these modified versions.  

Music is a gift from God, and a chief way that we can preserve a knowledge of Christ in our minds.  As children learn these songs, they are establishing in their hearts truths to which they can return.  Songs come back to us in our times of need, and so we pray that the Lord uses these songs to comfort and guide your children.

This is The Day
This is the day,  This is the day

That the Lord has made, That the Lord has made

We will rejoice, We will rejoice

And be glad in it, And be glad in it.

This is the day that the Lord hath made

We will rejoice and be glad in it.

This is the day, This is the day

That the Lord has made.

Awesome God

Our God is an awesome God

He reigns from heaven above

With wisdom, power and love

Our God is an awesome God

Majesty

Majesty, worship His majesty

Unto Jesus be all glory, honor and praise.

Majesty, Kingdom authority

Flows from His throne unto His own

His anthem raise.

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus

Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus the King.

Majesty, worship His majesty

Jesus, who died, now glorified

King of all kings.

Jesus, Name Above All Names

Jesus, name above all names

Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.

Emmanuel, God is with us

Blessed Redeemer, living Word.

Jesus, I Lift Your Name On High

Jesus, I lift Your name on high

Jesus, I love to sing Your praises

I’m so glad You’re in my life

I’m so glad You came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth

To show the way.

From the earth to the cross

My debt to pay.

From the cross to the grave

From the grave to the sky

Jesus, I lift Your name on high. 

He Has Made Me Glad

I will enter His gates

With thanksgiving in my heart.

I will enter His courts with praise

I will say, “This is the day

That the Lord has made”

I will rejoice for Jesus makes me glad.

Jesus makes me glad

Jesus makes me glad

I will rejoice for Jesus makes me glad.

Jesus makes me glad

Jesus makes me glad

I will rejoice for Jesus makes me glad.

Christ is Exalted

Christ is exalted

The King is exalted on high

I will praise Him

Christ is exalted, forever exalted

And I will praise His name.

Jesus is Lord

Forever His truth shall reign

Heaven and earth

Rejoice in His holy name

Christ is exalted

The King is exalted on high.

O Magnify The Christ

I will call upon the Christ

Who is worthy to be praised.

So shall I be saved

From my enemies.

Jesus liveth

And blessed be the Rock

And may the Christ

Of my salvation be exalted.

How Majestic Is Your Name

O Jesus, our Lord

How majestic is Your name

In all the earth.

O Jesus, our Lord

How majestic is Your name

In all the earth.

Jesus, we praise Your name

Jesus, we magnify Your name

Prince of Peace, mighty God

Jesus Christ, God Almighty

Celebrate Jesus

Celebrate, Jesus, Celebrate

Celebrate, Jesus, Celebrate

Celebrate, Jesus, Celebrate

Celebrate, Jesus, Celebrate

He is risen, He is risen

And He lives forevermore

He is risen, He is risen

Come on and celebrate

The resurrection of our Lord.

The Story of Creation and New Creation

The Story of Rival Kingdoms

The Story of Jesus

The Gospel is Jesus the Great King. It is the Good News of the instalment of God’s Son on a throne—a declaration to the whole world that the Heavenly Family reigns.  Though Jesus reigns invisibly now, he is more powerful than all other kings known to man and is ready to be revealed on the ultimate day of history.  All people are appointed to stand before him at his throne, and those who love and worship him will welcome his appearing, but the rest will tremble before him as they receive the word of their punishment. 

Jesus Reigns!  The reason this is Good News is found by going back to the opening chapters of the Bible where we learn the story of our plight. Human history is the tale of mankind marching as slaves under Satan’s banner.  We are a people born into a single family of rebels, inheriting lives that end in death.  Yet, in that dark context, another story emerges, one wherein God himself was preparing the way for his Son, Jesus, to overthrow the banner of rebellion.

In the beginning, the heavens and earth were the first kingdom. God created heaven as a throne, and the earth as his footstool; the universe was his domain.  But Satan, one of God’s great creatures from the heavenly places, was crafty and conspired to have dominion over the earthly realm. He looked upon the first people, Adam and Eve, as an opportunity to have his own kingdom.  He wanted to rule like God, and in his passions he turned to conscripting mankind.  Satan, also called Lucifer and the Devil, became the Father of All Lies and persuaded Adam and Eve to swear allegiance to a rival kingdom.  And so two kingdoms are recorded in the Bible, and there we learn how Adam left the one and took the human family into enemy territory—trusting in Satan’s rule and his way of being king.  From that point on, all people are born outside of the Garden of God—born citizens of a defective kingdom with rebellion and a grave as an inheritance. 

God judged man and Satan for their rebellion even as he promised the earthly family a restored inheritance; a deliverer would come from the woman—a child would be born to reverse the Garden rebellion by mortally wounding Satan, the Usurping-King.  This promised champion would plunder Lucifer’s domain and take away followers for the rebuilding of the kingdom of God.

That day arrived 2000 years ago in Israel when God became flesh. Jesus of Nazareth was born to the virgin Mary and was anointed as King with the Spirit of God.  From a lowly start in a Bethlehem stable, Jesus’ life and pilgrimage took him to the city of Jerusalem for a climactic battle. There the Devil launched his final offensive by having Jesus killed on a Roman cross (the instrument used by Rome to banish enemies).  But in this supposed banishment and defeat, God was enacting his victory.  With his own blood, Jesus was paying for the sins of those that would swear allegiance to him.  This victory was affirmed and sealed by God in the resurrection.  Jesus was raised as the Conquering King, rewarded with a kingdom of servants and a throne without end. Man’s chief enemies—Rebellion, Sin, Death and Satan—were defeated on the cross. Satan’s kingdom was ransacked, and those redeemed out of it are made into the abode of God.  By his Spirit, God himself dwells in and among his people—a people that replicate Jesus in the world by living a life of the cross.

We join this heavenly kingdom by delighting and trusting in Jesus’ rule and in his way of being king. We swear allegiance to Jesus by loving him, confessing him as King and obeying his commands—even as we long for his appearing. The Good News is that Jesus Reigns and not Satan, Sin and Death. This Gospel is declared to you today.  As death did not rule over Jesus, so too shall the followers of Christ be raised from the dead to rule and reign with him in a restored inheritance, a glorified heaven and earth.

YOU ARE INVITED

THURSDAY NIGHT

The last night of VBS, Thursday, July 3rd, at 6:00pm, we are eating hotdogs and having an ice-cream social. This time is for all children and parents. 

The children will sing some of the songs they learned for the parents.  Following that, the kids will be able to enjoy water-balloon games.

� To the Parents: In the Gospel of Luke, 9:30-31, we find Jesus having a conversation with Moses.  In the Greek there is a rare occurrence of the word, exodus.  Most English translations translate the Greek as “departure” or something of that sort.  But following closer to the Greek is the translation of the New American Bible, which translates the text this way, “And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem.” 
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